. corresponding contrasts adjacent to them; terms in bold denote the best supported model. 8
Blood samples were collected from individually-marked badgers of known-age (ranging from 19 0.3 to 10.3 years) routinely trapped as part of a long-term study at Woodchester Park, 20 Gloucestershire, UK (see [1] for methods). A 4ml heparinised blood sample was obtained by 21 venipuncture from each captured badger and spun at 3000 rpm for 10 minutes within 30 Table S2A .) owing to its superior performance 53 and previous use in telomere assays [6] and phylogenetic work [7] (owing to it being non-54 variable in copy number).
55
Plate setup 56 High-purity salt-free primers were synthesised by Eurofins (see Table S2A ), diluted and stored Table S2B for a schematic representation of the plate setup. Table S2A ) and 4ul of 1.25ng/ul DNA sample (or 4ul 74 nuclease free water for the no template control). Reactions were run on the Stratagene 75 Mx3000P qPCR system using a two-step reaction profile (Control Gene: 10 mins at 95°C, 76 followed by 40 cycles of 30s at 95°C and 1min at 60°C, Telomere: 10 mins at 95°C, followed Table   118 S2A for sequences used here). In addition to the standard curve required for the relative Table S2A . Details the primer and oligonucleotide sequences used in the qPCR experiment. 
